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“Summertime and the Living is Easy” 
… well we do our best don’t we! 

The PIAI quarterly newsletter 
reaches private investigators and 
industry colleagues from across 
the nation. Our readership and our 
membership are growing, and I 
attribute that to the networking of 
PIAI leadership AND our fabulous 
PIAI members. Thank you!

This quarter, we bring you a very 
interesting interview in AT THE 
PODIUM. From an investigator’s 
perspective, I know you will find this 
interview especially interesting. Ada 
County Detective Tim Cooper leads 
the cold case investigation of Snake 
River Jane Doe, a young girl who 
was abducted in September of 1974 
and whose abduction & murder was 
detailed by the murderer himself, 
serial killer, Ted Bundy. Bundy 
described the abduction of Snake 
River Jane Doe in detail during 
his “marathon of confessions” 
shortly before his execution in 
1989. The case is still open, it’s still 
solvable, and it happened near 
Boise, you may have a clue that 
solves this mystery. PIAI member 
Steve Gorski of SRG Investigations 

Dear Members, Sponsors and Colleagues,
is our IN FOCUS highlight this 
quarter. There is always something 
to learn, agreed? Steve brings his 
valuable insights and experiences 
to the forefront. THE PRESIDENTS 
POST keeps you up to date on the 
business of the PIAI and the latest 
business news and our new member 
announcements. And remember, 
all the PIAI webinars are available 
for viewing in the TRAINING & 
EDUCATION section. Check in and 
check out the LIBRARY selections 
as well as a great PODCAST by 
Kelly Paxton. Elder Abuse cases 

are increasingly prevalent, and 
Kelly provides and investigators 
look into Elder Care abuse and 
the protections available for the 
elderly. July 24th is National Private 
Investigators Day and on DID 
YOU KNOW… you can read more 
historical facts about the Idaho 
history of Private Investigators. 
Enjoy your newsletter over a cup of 
coffee and have a great summer!

Pat Bruder, Editor



PAGE 2	 PIAI.US	 Vol. XVIIII | Number 3 | SUMMER 2026

Hello Everyone, 
Happy Fourth of July! Celebrate the 250th Anniversary of this beautiful 
country which we are blessed to call home. Wishing our PIAI family, 
colleagues and industry partners a thoughtful and Happy 4th of July.

The PIAI is very excited to introduce five new members to the PIAI family.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: 
Joseph Gaines is a retired Police Officer from Torrance Police Department 
in California. Mr. Gaines has established JG Ops and is enrolled in the CPI 
Certification Course. 

Steve Gorski is an Active Member of the PIAI and is based in Horseshoe 
Bend, Idaho. Steve is owner of SRG Investigations, LLC. Steve has over 
30 years of distinguished experience in law enforcement and workplace 
investigations. Steve is our IN FOCUS highlight this quarter. 

Justin D. Hodson Founder and CEO - Hodson P.I. | Certified Professional 
Investigator. Justin is a renowned private investigator specializing in 
various investigative services. A leader in the private investigation 
industry, Hodson is a former executive officer and board member of the 
California Association of Licensed Investigators (CALI). Hodson is also 
a Certified Professional Investigator (CPI), of which there are less than 
100 in the world. 

Trevor Sparrow is based in Mountain Home, Idaho. Trevor, a former 
Probation and Parole Officer for the Idaho Department of Corrections, 
received his bachelor’s degree in criminal justice administration and 
an associate’s degree in law enforcement from Idaho State University. 
Trevor is an entry/student member and is currently enrolled in the PIAI 
Certified Private Investigator Program.

Corrine Vitley is based in Boise Idaho. Corrine served as Chief of 
Security for Ada County-Fourth Judicial District-Marshals office and 
Senior Probation and Parole Officer -District 4 Community Corrections. 
Corrine has a B.S. in Sociology/Criminology, Minor in Political Science/
Law from Colorado State University and joins the PIAI as an entry/
student member.

INDUSTRY NEWS:
I had the great pleasure of meeting with Mike Toth, the Founder and 
Chairman of the newly established Montana Association of Licensed 
Investigators. MTALI is based out of Billings Montana and serves the 
entire state of Montana. On behalf of the PIAI Board and all our valued 
PIAI members, I extend a warm welcome and our wholehearted support. 
Welcome to the neighborhood MTALI!

The PIAI was a proud sponsor of the Idaho Bar Association Annual 
Meeting on June 17th in Boise, Idaho. The PIAI exhibitors table was 
a popular spot for attendees. VP Mike Rossi and I networked like 
hummingbirds on behalf of our PIAI members illustrating the valuable 
asset PIAI members provide to the legal community.

Don’t miss the PIAI July Webinar featuring Justin D. Hodson. If you want 
to grow your business, this webinar is a must see! Details and Zoom 
invitation included in this Newsletter. 

PAT BRUDER
President, PIAI

president@piai.us

PRESIDENT’S 
POST

mailto:president@piai.us
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The PIAI is honored to welcome our new neighbor! 
THE MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF LICENSED INVESTIGATORS (MTALI) 

 

The Montana Association of Licensed Investigators (MTALI) was 
founded to unite and strengthen the private investigation profession 
across Montana. For years, licensed investigators in Montana have 

operated without a centralized professional network. MTALI was 
created to change that—bringing investigators together to share 

knowledge, elevate standards, and build a stronger, more 
connected industry. MTALI is committed to advancing 

professionalism through training, ethical practices, collaboration, 
and advocacy. As the profession continues to evolve, MTALI serves 

as a trusted resource for connection, leadership, and growth for 
investigators across the state. 

https://mtali.org 
 

“Professionalism. Training. Advocacy.” 
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AT THE PODIUM
TIM COOPER  

ADA COUNTY SHERIFF ‘S 
COLD CASE DETECTIVE

The Investigation: SNAKE RIVER JANE DOE
— A Ted Bundy Victim from Idaho

An exclusive PIAI interview with Ada County Sheriff ‘s 
Cold Case Detective Tim Cooper 

Pat Bruder: How did you become involved in the efforts to 
identify Snake River Jane Doe?

Detective Cooper: Well, it came to me through my primary 
assignment, which was working highway interdiction with my 
canine. Over the years, I had occasion to speak with truck 
drivers at truck stops, rest areas, and similar locations. As you 
may know, many truck drivers listen to podcasts while they’re 
driving.

Many were true-crime enthusiasts and from time to time, the 
cold case of Snake River Jane Doe would come up. I was often 
asked, “Is it true that there’s a Jane Doe victim of Ted Bundy 
who was abducted out here on this stretch of interstate?” After 
having been engaged in many of these discussions, I thought, 
You know what? This is something we need to look into a little 
more closely. I hadn’t heard much about it formally.

PB: Specifically, regarding Bundy’s confessions, I know a 
lot of criteria was applied in evaluating the credibility of his 
confessions. Was it the consistency in his confessions, or were 
there other factors that led you to conclude Ted Bundy might 
have been telling the truth about Snake River Jane Doe?

DC: I think two things apply there. Of course, without finding 
Jane Doe, it’s impossible for anyone to state with 100% 
certainty that every detail Bundy provided is true and accurate. 
But investigators still must form an opinion, especially when 
deciding whether to continue pursuing a case. In our view, the 
credibility level was such that we had an obligation to move 
forward. 

There were two primary reasons we continued the investigation. 
First, Bundy was consistent. There was no reservation or 
hesitation in his account. I’ve conducted thousands of interviews, 
and when I listened to Bundy’s interview, I did not detect the 
typical signs of deception. Granted, it’s more difficult because 
I wasn’t sitting face-to-face with him. I’m speaking only from 
what I could interpret from the recordings and the substance 
of his confessions.

The second major factor was Bundy’s description of specific 
landmarks — what you might call “benchmarks” — leading to 
the location where he claimed he disposed of Jane Doe in the 
Snake River. In reviewing those benchmarks, we found only 
one location in Elmore County — or even Ada County, for that 
matter — that closely matched his description. If his description 
had been vague — trees, water, rocks, sand — that could apply 
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to countless places. But Bundy provided highly specific details. Taken as a whole, we believed it 
was necessary to follow up on his confession.

Another important factor was what we learned through networking with colleagues and other 
resources. Valuable information came from former Elmore County Sheriff Rick Lehrer, who 
served in the area for more than 40 years. He was working in the same timeframe that Bundy 
claimed he killed Snake River Jane Doe, and he knew the area extremely well.

Sheriff Lehrer also confirmed that there had never been a formal search for Jane Doe. That was 
significant. It’s not as though numerous searches had been conducted, and the information had 
already been discredited. There had been no organized search effort.

PB: According to records and your podcast interview, Bundy was never offered any deal or 
incentive to make these confessions. He understood there would be no stay of execution or 
other benefit.

DC: Correct. In fact, I once read a quote from then-Florida Governor Bob Martinez regarding 
Bundy’s execution. I’m paraphrasing, but the media had asked whether Bundy’s cooperation or 
attorney appeals might result in a delay of execution. Governor Martinez reportedly responded 
very firmly that there would be no delay whatsoever; “We have sent word back the rendezvous 
with the electric chair will be next Tuesday at 7 o’clock in the morning.”

I believe Bundy fully understood he had nothing to gain by confessing — other than perhaps 
some final sense of self-worth by providing closure or justice. What stands out to me is that 
throughout the entire interview, Bundy never asked, “Will this help me?” or “Can you put in a 
good word for me?” He never attempted to negotiate. Ultimately, perhaps Bundy needed to 
prove to himself that he could follow through on his promise to provide information leading to 
unknown victims or undiscovered victim locations.

Bundy provided graphic details about how he took human life, just as he did during what I 
refer to as his marathon of confessions. Those confessions were witnessed by investigators 
from multiple states, and many have since been validated. In fact, just recently, another cold 
case in Utah was resolved through information connected to Bundy. Over time, it has become 
increasingly clear that we need to take his confessions very seriously.

PB: Bundy stated he picked up Snake River Jane Doe near an exit along Interstate 84 and 
remembered seeing a neighborhood visible from the highway. Were residences in that area ever 
investigated?

DC: No. And it’s difficult to determine exactly which area he was referring to. Bundy described 
ranch-style homes visible from the vicinity of an off-ramp or exit. Recently, an author from 
Australia wrote a book after hearing one of our podcasts, and he spent considerable time 
explaining why he believes the location may have been near the Vista exit.

Anything is possible, but I’m less committed to any single exit than I am to some of the other 
details I believe are more critical to finding Snake River Jane Doe. If Vista was the location 
Bundy referenced, it’s interesting that he failed to mention the nearby airport, which seems like 
something he would have noticed. However, there was a gas station there, and we do possess 
one of Bundy’s fuel receipts from that location.

I wouldn’t fully commit to Vista specifically. The Eisenman exit — what we know today as exits 
59A and 59B — was not configured then as it is today. At that time, the area was largely unpaved. 
Old survey maps, aerial imagery, and collision reports from that time indicate there was a dirt 
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expansion or pull-off leading in that direction of Vista. Bundy also described pull-offs along old 
US-30 that would fit that type of terrain. So, when Bundy referred to an “exit,” he may have 
meant Vista or somewhere nearby. It’s difficult to say with absolute certainty.

PB: Bundy also stated the victim carried a green backpack and wore a beaded necklace. Have 
there been efforts to recreate or analyze similar items from that timeframe?

DC: Given the limited detail Bundy provided about those items, any analysis would likely 
produce numerous possibilities. That said, we have received tips about backpack brands that 
were common during that timeframe. I recently received a very detailed analysis from a criminal 
justice student who submitted dozens of pages regarding the case, including the possibility that 
Jane Doe may have been Native American and unreported. As we know, missing person cases 
involving Native Americans have historically faced significant reporting challenges. There have 
even been national news programs addressing that issue.

As for the necklace, having spent considerable time in the Southwest, I’ve seen similar turquoise-
and-silver beadwork necklaces frequently. It’s an interesting theory. Still, Bundy gave a more 
detailed description of Jane Doe herself than he did of her clothing or possessions. He described 
her as a Caucasian female, possibly even a juvenile.

PB: Was being Caucasian consistent with Bundy’s victim profile?

DC: Yes. It aligns with what we know about Bundy’s victim selection patterns over time — young 
females, often with hair parted down the middle. He described her as approximately 5’6”, with 
light brown hair, and possibly between 15, 16 or 18 years old.

He also discussed this particular victim with at least one other individual prior to his formal 
confession. We have some information from that source, though I haven’t been able to obtain 
additional details recently.

PB: Did he speak specifically about the body disposal site?

DC: Yes, he did. We continue investigating Bundy’s detailed description of the route and 
surrounding landscape. The challenge is that the area looks very different today than it did 
in 1974. I’ve spoken with one of the former investigators who was present during Bundy’s 
confession. From what I understand — based on conversations with him and former Sheriff Rick 
Lehrer — Bundy was describing his 1974 route traveling east from Washington to Utah. Today we 
would use Interstate 84, but at that time portions of I-84 were still under construction. Drivers 
were frequently detoured onto old US-30. Many of the landmarks Bundy described align more 
closely with US-30 as it existed then. However, by 1989 — when he gave the confession — he 
may have mentally associated the route with Interstate 84, which complicates efforts to match 
everything precisely.

PB: What type of vehicle was Bundy driving at the time?

DC: He was driving his infamous Volkswagen Beetle. In fact, there’s a photograph of him leaving 
Washington with the vehicle packed nearly to the ceiling with belongings in September 1974. 
I can confirm that a former girlfriend of Ted Bundy’s told detectives that Bundy telephoned 
her from Nampa in early September 1974. That coincides with the gas station receipt dated 
September 2, which I mentioned earlier. Based on that evidence, I believe Bundy encountered 
and abducted Snake River Jane Doe on that day. My job is to piece it all together. 

PB: Do you consider digitized microfilm archives to be one of the most promising remaining 
avenues for identifying Snake River Jane Doe?

DC: I wouldn’t necessarily call them the most promising avenue, but they are certainly an 
important one. At this stage, we’re pursuing multiple investigative paths simultaneously. We 
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likely won’t know which source ultimately provides the breakthrough until we find it. Because so 
much time has passed, we often must rely on preserved records and historical resources rather 
than modern technology alone. 

PB: You’ve explored so many different avenues in the search for answers. Your commitment to 
solving this cold case is admirable and deeply appreciated by all. Are you hopeful that Snake 
River Jane Doe will eventually be identified?

DC: Very hopeful. I’m fortunate to work for Ada County Sheriff Matt Clifford, who is deeply 
committed to cold cases and bringing them to resolution. That level of support means a great 
deal. We’ve visited the site numerous times. Sheriff Clifford has dedicated significant resources 
to the effort, including our dive team, which has spent countless hours searching the river. We 
obtained a dredging permit from the state and conducted dredging operations in the area. 
We’ve used sonar equipment, boats, and extensive search resources. We’ve also worked closely 
with landowners along the river, and we’re incredibly grateful for their cooperation in granting 
access to gates, boat ramps, and private property.

It’s truly been a remarkable example of a community coming together across county lines to 
help solve a case involving someone none of us have known for 50 years. When you see that 
kind of compassion, dedication, and collaboration — both inside and outside law enforcement 
— it gives you hope.

PB: What can members of the public do to help identify Snake River Jane Doe?

DC: The public response has already been outstanding, and I’d love to see that continue. People 
can help simply by contacting us with information — even details that may seem minor. We’ve 
received tips involving missing family members, friends, and loved ones who disappeared during 
the summer or fall of 1974. In at least one case, we were able to help provide answers to a family 
through community involvement and investigative follow-up.

PB: Your efforts offer hope to family members and community members searching for answers.

DC: It’s our privilege, it’s our pleasure to be in a position to help.

If you remember someone who went missing around September 1974, or if anything in this 
description resonates with you, please contact the Ada County Sheriff’s Office at 208-577-3102 
or lmontague@adacounty.id.gov. 

For a more in-depth discussion of this case, including how it came to Detective Cooper’s attention, 
you can listen to the Ada County Sheriff Cold Case Files podcast on Spotify or YouTube.

RESOURCES:
https://abcnews.com/US/timeline-ted-bundys-brutal-crimes/story?id=61077236

https://youtu.be/ev3A9FxZ1_8?si=rpy-r7dAjbCRCaQu

https://youtu.be/wLvKIxXboB0?si=BjLXRg4LjjGJbDO_

https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2024/nov/01/serial-killer-ted-bundy-said-girl-in-boise-
was-a-v/

mailto:lmontague@adacounty.id.gov
https://creators.spotify.com/pod/profile/adacosheriffcoldcasefiles/episodes/Unidentified-Snake-River-Jane-Doe-e2qeh2m
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ev3A9FxZ1_8
https://abcnews.com/US/timeline-ted-bundys-brutal-crimes/story?id=61077236

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLvKIxXboB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLvKIxXboB0
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2024/nov/01/serial-killer-ted-bundy-said-girl-in-boise-was-a-v/
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2024/nov/01/serial-killer-ted-bundy-said-girl-in-boise-was-a-v/
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and was able to see charges 
filed in my county just before 
I retired.

Unfortunately, the prosecutor 
in the other county where 
most of the crimes occurred 
wasn’t as motivated, largely 
because cold cases can require 
a significant amount of work 
to prosecute. Since retiring, 
I’ve continued working on the 
case as a private investigator. 
Some of the victims hired me 
to search for additional victims 
in hopes of getting charges 
filed in that second county. 
I’m handling the work pro 
bono, and it’s been incredibly 
rewarding. We’ve made solid 
progress, and I’ve seen the 
positive impact it’s had on the 
victims who felt the system 
had failed them.

What investigation or 
professional experience 
has taught you the most 
valuable lesson so far?
There are many lessons from 
both law enforcement and 
PI work, but one that stands 
out is this: victims need a 
champion—someone willing to 
take ownership of their case. 
Anyone can handle an easy 
investigation that’s handed to 
them on a silver platter. The 
truly complex cases require 
someone who is determined 
to see it through to the end.

Unfortunately, victims 
sometimes get assigned an 
investigator who may lack 
the experience, resources, or 
time to do the job properly. 
Sometimes the investigator 
is simply overloaded or 
not fully committed. In law 

What first drew you to 
the profession of private 
investigation, and how did 
you get your start in the 
field?
I’m relatively new to the 
PI world. I retired from law 
enforcement earlier this year 
and decided that starting my 
own PI business was the best 
way to balance a semi-retired 
lifestyle with the flexibility to 
set my own hours. The work 
felt like a natural extension 
of what I was already doing 
as a detective. One of the 
great things about PI work 
is how much you can tailor it 
to your preferences. There’s 
tremendous flexibility in the 
types of cases PIs take on. It’s 
rare to find two PI businesses 
in Idaho that do exactly the 
same thing. That ability to 
specialize is a real upside to 
this field..

What is one case or 
investigation that has stayed 
with you throughout your 
career, and why did it have 
such an impact on you?.
After thirty years in law 
enforcement, there are a 
handful of cases that have 
stayed with me — and 
unfortunately, it’s almost 
never the good ones. One 
recent example was a cold 
child molestation case with 
a particularly disturbing fact 
pattern. Delayed reporting is 
extremely common in these 
cases. The victims in this one 
didn’t start coming forward 
until nearly two decades later. 
Typically, once one victim 
speaks up, others often follow. I 
worked the case as a detective 

IN FOCUS
STEVE GORSKI
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enforcement, victims don’t get 
to choose their investigator — 
it’s the luck of the draw. In the 
private sector, clients have the 
ability to hire (and fire) based 
on results.

The best investigators I’ve 
known are the ones who grab 
hold of a case and refuse to 
let go until they achieve a 
good resolution. They take 
it personally. If a victim can 
find that kind of investigator, 
they’re in very good hands.

SRG offers pro bono 
investigative support to 
rural, tribal, and resource-
constrained jurisdictions. 
Tell our readers more about 
this program and where you 
draw your passion to serve 
this community of families 
and law enforcement.
I’m fortunate that money 
doesn’t have to be my primary 
motivation. I spent years as a 
patrol officer and detective 
because I truly enjoyed putting 
bad guys in jail. As I moved up 
the ranks to Captain, I became 
more of a bureaucrat and got 
further away from the work 
that originally drew me to 
policing.

I moved to Idaho years ago and 
worked as a state investigator 
(construction and real estate) 
before returning to local law 
enforcement as a detective. 
For the last five years or so, 
I’ve been able to focus purely 
on working cases without 
the administrative burden. In 
rural Idaho, that has mostly 
meant sexual assault cases, 
particularly those involving 
children. While our violent 

crime rates are low, we see a 
lot of abuse cases that often 
fly under the radar—child 
pornography, molestation, 
and increasingly technology-
enabled crimes like sextortion 
targeting teenagers.

These investigations are 
difficult, but I found I was 
passionate about them. 
Roughly 75% of my caseload 
involved these types of cases, 
and I was putting offenders 
in prison for decades, thanks 
in large part to a partnership 
with a strong, aggressive 
prosecutor. There’s nothing 
more rewarding than getting 
a pedophile off the streets. 
At the same time, I saw that 
many of the victims came 
from families with very limited 
financial resources, and many 
of these cases would never 
have been fully investigated 
without someone motivated 
to do the work.

When my retirement 
approached, I knew I had 
something valuable to offer 
victims and their families. I got 
good at building these cold 
cases from the ground up, 
and I didn’t want to walk away 
from that.

A personal experience last 
year reinforced this for me. 
I helped a friend of a friend 
who had been sexually 
assaulted as a child. When 
she tried to report it, she 
was told it probably wasn’t 
worth pursuing because of 
the lack of physical evidence 
and the passage of time. That 
experience confirmed what 
I already knew: many victims 

simply need help navigating 
the system.

I also recognized that many 
law enforcement agencies lack 
the specialized experience 
needed to handle complex 
Child Sexual Exploitation 
Material (CSEM) cases. After 
discussing it with my former 
department, we agreed I would 
assist on new cases as they 
arose following my retirement. 
This quickly expanded to any 
area that lacked the resources, 
including assistance to tribal 
police departments.

What skills or personal 
qualities do you believe are 
most important for someone 
to succeed as a private 
investigator today?
There are many, but if I had 
to pick one, it would be 
persistence. The more time 
and energy you’re willing to 
devote to an investigation, the 
better the results. Often, it’s 
the small, easily overlooked 
detail that breaks a case open.

How has the profession 
changed during your career, 
particularly with advances in 
technology and information 
access?
It’s changed dramatically — 
almost too much to cover. 
Technology is a powerful tool 
when you know how to use it, 
but it’s also a double-edged 
sword. While we don’t see 
many elderly people robbed 
at gunpoint in Idaho, there 
are tens of thousands of 
tech-savvy criminals sitting 
in warehouses along the 
Myanmar-Cambodia border 
(and other places) targeting 
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people across the state 
through phone and online 
scams. Many victims lose their 
entire retirement savings. 
And it is not just people in 
rural areas not familiar with 
technology. I was at dinner 
in Boise last week with some 
very affluent people. After 
one man asked me what I 
do, he proceeded to tell me 
he was scammed out of over 
a hundred thousand dollars 
two weeks prior. All based on 
an unsolicited text and phone 
call that started with the crook 
knowing a single small detail 
about the person. If you can 
access the information, so can 
the bad guys.

Social media has also fueled 
countless new crimes—fraud, 
drug trafficking, grooming, 
and harassment or sextortion 
that are leading to teen 
suicides. In my experience, the 
good guys are usually playing 
catch-up. While advances 
like DNA technology are 
game-changers, technology 
continues to create new 
challenges. Many of the cases I 
worked were decades old with 
little or no physical evidence. 
Technology is giving us new 
tools, but I’ve found old-
fashioned detective work—
surveillance, door knocks, 
examining records—is still 
critical to success.

What advice would you 
offer to newer investigators 
who are working to build 
credibility and a strong 
professional reputation in 
this field?
If you don’t have much 
experience yet, find a mentor. 
Work for an established 
investigator, take an internship, 
or start in a related field like loss 
prevention. This is a difficult 
business to break into without 
prior experience or someone 
to bounce ideas off. The last 
thing you want is to let a client 
down on something that could 
have a major impact on their 
life.

There’s also no shame in 
referring a client to someone 
else when a case falls outside 
your area of expertise. I just 
did that the other day. We 
can’t be experts in everything.

END

SRG Investigations, LLC is a 
boutique investigative firm that 
operates on a referral basis and 
maintains a highly selective client 
portfolio to ensure the highest 
standards of service and discretion. 
With over 30 years of distinguished 
experience in law enforcement 
and workplace investigations, 
SRG offers expert, confidential 
and professional services to a 
diverse clientele, including private 
individuals, government entities, 
law firms and insurance companies. 
https://www.srginvestigations.com/

PIAI SPEED ROUND 
WITH

STEVE GORSKI
Texting or talking? 
TALKING.

Favorite day of the week? 
MONDAY.

Favorite city in U.S. besides the one 
you live in? 
HUNTSVILLE, AL. 

Surveillance or watching paint dry? 
SURVEILLANCE ALL DAY.

Would you rather be able to speak 
every language in the world or be 
able to talk to animals? 
TALK TO ANIMALS. I’M NOT A FAN 
OF PEOPLE.

Favorite holiday? 
CHRISTMAS.

Scale of 1-10, how good of a driver 
are you? 
7, AT BEST.

At what age do you want to retire? 
I’M RETIRED AT 51 AND LOVING IT. 
I DO STILL WORK A FEW HOURS A 
WEEK AS A PI, HOWEVER LOL.

Invisibility or super strength? 
SUPER STRENGTH.

Is it wrong for a vegetarian to eat 
animal crackers? 
YES, IF YOU’RE A VEGETARIAN, YOU 
DON’T DESERVE ANYTHING ANIMAL 
RELATED.

https://www.srginvestigations.com
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NOTICE: This message, including attachments, and work product is the property of the Private Investigators 
Association of Idaho (PIAI). Any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents are prohibited 
without expressed written consent of the Private Investigators Association of Idaho.

TRAINING & EDUCATION
PIAI presents WEBINAR WEDNESDAY'S

Join us Wednesday, July 15th at 12:00PM MST | From a Solo to Millian Dollar Firm

Guest Presenter, JUSTIN D. HODSON, CPI, Hodson P.I.

Meeting ID: 878 0305 2721

Passcode: 173016

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87803052721?pwd=f3xqMRxK9AQiyF4RCWPTK74shg7exM.1#success
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NOTICE: This message, including attachments, and work product is the property of the Private Investigators 
Association of Idaho (PIAI). Any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents are prohibited 
without expressed written consent of the Private Investigators Association of Idaho.

TRAINING & EDUCATION

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9GI8rwcgLQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjcyTQCZDMw
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NOTICE: This message, including attachments, and work product is the property of the Private Investigators 
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TRAINING & EDUCATION

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_-oTHMMzUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sb_HOtMaunY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTHqrJuLc_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mA1le9pm9zY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwGHNn0AuK8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ICsLOZZv8w
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TRAINING & EDUCATION

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H84pnHiqYk4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O79YexIk2vw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHbOS13aW38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Dd2biDDYC8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wDXyTuRO84
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saLL2Yi-8a8
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CLICK HERE 
to watch on

TRAINING & EDUCATION

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzI3_lysq08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VR-5sXeGkHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JC5F_TOavDw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gP2WWj3rH4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWsNXhois-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0VRl1212D0
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The Private Investigators Association of Idaho Certified Private Investigator 
Certification Program is now available to a national audience through our valued 
training partner, NITA. This milestone represents a major step forward in raising industry 
standards and providing Idaho investigators and colleagues across the country with the 
opportunity to achieve recognized certification.

Learn more by visiting PIAI Idaho Private Investigator Certification Program, and for a 
deeper dive, visit the PIAI YouTube channel.

Take advantage of this opportunity to advance your business and the Investigation 
industry nationwide.

The curriculum integrates specific NITA training modules and the PIAI Idaho Certified Private Investigators 
certification exam, offering a comprehensive overview of the investigative profession with a focus on Idaho-
specific practices and laws. The course includes:

This program offers objective proof of your professional knowledge, skills, and credibility in the private 
investigation field—an asset to both new and experienced investigators seeking to advance their careers in Idaho 
and beyond. Successful completion of the Idaho Private Investigators Certification Program grants the use of the 
professional designation Certified Private Investigator, it’s post nominals CPI (i.e. John Davis CPI), and the CPI logo

• �Idaho Investigative Laws and 
Regulations

• �Surveillance for the Private 
Investigator

• �Equipment needed as a Private 
Investigator

• Surveillance and Fraud

• �Technology and the Private 
Investigator

• Skip Tracing for the Investigator

• �Locating People and Background 
Investigations

• GPS for the Private Investigator

• Report Writing

• Professional Ethics

• �Record Restrictions, Fair Credit 
Reporting Act, and GLBA

• Certified Private Investigators Exam

TAX COMPLIANCE SERVICES
FOR THE NOT-FOR-PROFIT INDUSTRY

BRYCE MORRISON, CPA
brycemorrison@blacksmith-cpa.com

(512) 825-6667
blacksmith-cpa.com

Bryce Morrison & Blacksmith Certified Public Accountants
The PIAI thanks you for your support & guidance

https://investigativeacademy.com/online-courses/private-investigators-association-of-idaho-piai-current-members/
https://investigativeacademy.com/online-courses/private-investigators-association-of-idaho-piai-current-members/
https://investigativeacademy.com/online-courses/private-investigators-association-of-idaho-piai-current-members/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_-oTHMMzUs
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LIBRARY
Publications, authors, and books that you may find helpful in investigative methodologies, skill 
sets, and case profile / information reconnaissance. If you have any books or publications you 
would like to share please let us know.

The Book He Didn’t Write: A Private Investigator Novel of Secrets, 
Survival, and Desire
Oliver Brooks (Author)

Evan Harding never meant to become famous for surviving.

Months after the luxury cruise scandal that nearly killed him, Evan is 
trying to turn notoriety into something useful: a respectable investigative 
business, a carefully managed memoir deal, and a life that no longer feels 
owned by strangers. Then, at a high-profile launch event, someone places 
a book in his hands that he did not write.

The title bears his name. The pages speak in a voice meant to sound like 
his. And buried inside the manuscript are details no outsider should know.

What begins as a counterfeit memoir quickly turns into something far 
more dangerous. A publishing consultant is murdered. Old witnesses start 
looking over their shoulders. Powerful people begin moving in the dark. 
And the forged book reveals itself for what it really is: not a scandal, but 
bait.

ORDER ON AMAZON: CLICK HERE

The Private Investigator’s Field Guide: Strategies and Checklists for 
Every Case
E. Daniel Grantham (Author) 

The Ultimate Field Guide for Private Investigators—Your Essential 
Handbook for Every Case
Whether you’re an aspiring private investigator, a seasoned professional, 
or looking to refine your investigative skills, The Private Investigator’s Field 
Guide: Strategies and Checklists for Every Case is your go-to resource for 
mastering the art of private investigations.

This comprehensive guide breaks down key investigative techniques, 
case strategies, and legal considerations across multiple disciplines, 
including civil investigations, corporate fraud, infidelity cases, forensic 
analysis, surveillance, and specialized investigative fields. With step-by-
step checklists and practical insights, this book ensures you’re prepared to 
handle any case with confidence and professionalism.

ORDER ON AMAZON: CLICK HERE

https://www.amazon.com/Book-He-Didnt-Write-Investigator/dp/B0GXBQ6D63/ref=sr_1_12?crid=3O4OR57FA4OFC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yB6kC1k_nBxA_GTu3L2t9Z6F2w9rxPrfa9fbJqk7DcpDLkf7L3jkTWvW5V2BQZQO-4rKtD97hxyT_WGLeoz_-amwiFetmMiHpjAoKK_BVf3t1HCFQHwZSFKOiriBwx7_OGPgJgY-lzDx8dHGekRKQZVEN3lv_S8x2eVcohEJtyCtRqCGRZ4qHAu_23M1_4MqpiWXkDdGUX_fynCJKYK3TIqvOyQtlB0uHygtEuZLEqc.8jhsq6_0O-6MgnoJAaUz9LN1O2rOdw2U_j8l8hJG-V8&dib_tag=se&keywords=Private+Investigators+books+2026&qid=1778730324&sprefix=private+investigators+books+2026%2Caps%2C187&sr=8-12
https://www.amazon.com/Private-Investigators-Field-Guide-Strategies/dp/B0DXGTZNV8/ref=sr_1_9?crid=35FYA874QOXH5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TOunnxWC_vzzF9ZqURfG8dYEOhWb4rx2Dunj0GIN-wy4KSGP9eNQDQlTsF4_PxrL2JW0ltfMmifCulPIb21cTMDIIhwxc0jYERkcOqTklZ-yr_ySri4yEM1G6_Bu9yAGgipWTCS05_PwoAk0y4_eLgH7yavOxNgJ8VjleRrRCD9u7gArXRGfpbm1JSfYdirIzlc6Gv44exVI_QlQE46QLGSU3NBZivS398OjjGf545k.WFEoIoOmJXW4rXL8HGgm-5s1NnL6SXay4il7d2JUEnY&dib_tag=se&keywords=Private+Investigators+books+2025&qid=1778730203&sprefix=private+investigators+books+2025%2Caps%2C188&sr=8-9
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Against the Blue Wall: A Private Investigator’s Battle Against Police 
Corruption (Detective Dan Burnett Mysteries/Thrillers)
 Larry Terhaar (Author)

Winner of the Global Book Award & Literary Titan Gold Book Award!

When loyalty collides with justice, the stakes turn deadly.

Former NYPD detective turned private investigator Dan Burnett is hired 
to uncover the truth behind a brutal police assault that leaves a young 
Black man fighting for his life. Initially torn by his lifelong allegiance to the 
department, Dan’s world is rocked when he uncovers shocking evidence 
of corruption within a local police department as they work to silence 
anyone who gets too close.

As he digs deeper, Dan finds himself in a dangerous game against some 
racist cops—and discovers just how far they’ll go to keep their secrets 
buried. When the case turns personal, threatening the people he loves 
most, Dan risks everything to hold them accountable.

ORDER ON AMAZON: CLICK HERE

The Best Private Eye Stories of the Year 2025 
Matt Coyle (Editor)  Michael Bracken (Editor)
Guest Editor Matt Coyle and Series Editor Michael Bracken read hundreds of 
private eye stories, ultimately selecting the twenty stories included here as The 
Best Private Eye Stories of the Year. The included stories represent the work of 
long-establish private-eye writers as well as those just beginning their publishing 
journey, and they were found in genre publications such as Alfred Hitchcock’s 
Mystery Magazine and Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine, anthologies such as 
Private Dicks and Disco Balls, and in unexpected publications such as Jerry Jazz 
Musician-proving that the private eye genre is alive and well in short form.

Matt Coyle, guest editor, is author of the bestselling Rick Cahill crime series. 
His books have won the Anthony, Shamus, Lefty, and San Diego Book Awards, 
among others. He was named the San Diego Writers Festival 2021 Mystery Writer 
of the Year and received the Odin Award from the San Diego Writers and Editors 
Guild in 2024.

Michael Bracken, series editor, is an Edgar and Shamus Award nominee and 
three-time Derringer Award winner. Additionally, he is the editor of three dozen 
anthologies, including a Derringer Award winner and three Anthony Award 
nominees. He is a recipient of the Short Mystery Fiction Society’s Golden Derringer 
for Lifetime Achievement and, in 2024, was inducted into the Texas Institute of 
Letters.

ORDER ON AMAZON: CLICK HERE

LIBRARY
Publications, authors, and books that you may find helpful in investigative methodologies, skill 
sets, and case profile / information reconnaissance. If you have any books or publications you 
would like to share please let us know.

https://www.amazon.com/Against-Blue-Wall-Investigators-Corruption-ebook/dp/B0DNKL6388?ref_=saga_ast_ss_dsk_dp
https://www.amazon.com/Best-Private-Stories-Year-2025/dp/B0G48GYN2G/ref=sr_1_13?crid=32ADWP8IC99MX&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.RJGSiro_obdyvbmDxHwkQTat_IlCzRRrP9WMTRXd398M3oGHSqfGGB_VXPfIVIYQc7H4_ZTw_DkMGv0SxikeqeDlk_C64LL04l7vVpzxnJjha4wv22rClmi5NvJGUaUtYwizdrHyDf3HV3YLJST8Ho7CpO6JI3w5e9Ff6TAq--Vh-VX8dBWnwAAFAzEuGUJw-GU_b7emFjg7vOcoNhG9puue2Uxey6p6RGLJBQNJj4Y.7BlpypmSFn0NGBlbUdhtGE06qa7ihLn0X-iSZ5mxSWg&dib_tag=se&keywords=Law+Enforcement+and+Private+Investigators+books+published+in+2025&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1778730000&sprefix=law+enforcement+and+private+investigators+books+published+in+2025%2Caps%2C173&sr=8-13
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DID YOU KNOW……
• Late 1800s: Private investigative work in Idaho began with national detective 
agencies, most notably the Pinkerton National Detective Agency.

• James McParland: The legendary Pinkerton detective James McParland operated 
extensively in Idaho. He is best known for investigating the assassination of former 
Idaho Governor Frank Steunenberg in 1905, a high-profile case that shaped early 
western legal history. 

• Idaho Frontier: The history of Idaho private investigators evolved from rugged 19th-
century frontier detectives into the modern day professionals of today.

• Credentials: Today, private Investigators operating in the state of Idaho are self-
regulated and rely on the Private Investigators Association of Idaho for training and 
credentialing to ensure industry professionalism and to protect the public. 
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PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS 
ASSOCIATION OF IDAHO

2026 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
• �Strengthen the overall public perception and reputation of the Private In-

vestigator and the Private Investigation Industry at large.
• �Identify and reach wider audiences to grow the PIAI membership, increase 

benefits and enhanced services.
• �Establish strategic partnerships with the state of Idaho and with like Asso-

ciations in neighboring states 

YOU CAN HELP THE PIAI NOW!
VOLUNTEER FOR A PIAI COMMITTEE

Marketing, Community Outreach, Member Benefits & Services 
Data Research, Strategic Planning

THANK YOU!
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SHOP PIAI MERCHANDISE!

PODCASTS 

KOOZIE $4.00 | NAVY BASEBALL CAP $20 | NAVY STRETCH BEANIE $20
BLACK DUFFLE BAG $50 | MUG $10 | WHITE T-SHIRT $20 (M, L, XL, XXL)

contact@piai.us

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR 
ADVICE PODCAST

What happens after someone gets 
scammed? The money’s gone but 
the shame, the confusion, and the 
vulnerability to being hit again? 
That often sticks around. 

CLICK HERE 
to listen to 

podcast

mailto:contact@piai.us
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-fraud-doesnt-end-when-the-moneys-gone-aftercare/id1530413097?i=1000767455103
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RESOURCES

President: Pat Bruder, PI 
Vice President: Mike Rossi, CPI
Treasurer: Carolyn Ward, CPI
Secretary: James Laverty, PI 
Membership Chair: Chris Swan, CPI
Training & Education Chair: Mike Rossi, CPI
Marketing & Public Relations Chair: Claire Roise, CPI
Directors At Large: John Hasso, CPI
Social Media Committee Chair: Chris Swan, CPI
Certified Private Investigator Program Chair: Mike Rossi, CPI
Directors At Large: �Ben Pearson, CPI 

James F. Laverty

PIAI Member Email Directory
Member to Member Email: Listserv@piai.us

President@piai.us
Secretary@piai.us
Membership@piai.us
Contact@piai.us

PIAI - Private Investigators Association of Idaho
 P.O. BOX 4032, BOISE, IDAHO 83711 • https://www.piai.us

CLICK ICONS TO ACCESS LINKS

mailto:Listserv@piai.us
mailto:President@piai.us
mailto:Secretary@piai.us
mailto:Membership@piai.us
Mailto:Contact@piai.us
https://www.piai.us
https://www.facebook.com/thepiassociationinidaho
https://www.linkedin.com/company/piai-us/
https://www.youtube.com/@piai114
https://www.instagram.com/piai_us/
https://piai.us
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TAKE 15% OFF 
including our bundles. 

Ethics, Death Investigations, Effective 
Communications, Identity Theft, Insurance 

Investigations, Nursing Home Abuse, 
Deception Detection, Criminal Defense, Open 
Source Intelligence, Surveillance Strategies, 

and many more….
https://pieducation.com

Contact: secretary@piai.us 

for your member only PIAI discount code

TAKE 20% OFF 
ALL COURSES 

Special Marketing, Making your Vehicle 
Covert, Differences in Databases, 

Ethics & the PI, Criminal & Civil Laws 
for PIs, TSCM Bugsweeps, 18 Wheeler 
Investigations, Surveillance Mistakes, 
Interview Techniques, Transitioning 

from Cop to PI
https://piinstitute.com

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only 

PIAI discount code

https://pieducation.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
https://piinstitute.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
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TAKE 15% OFF 
Courses for the investigative 

professional and the 
investigative curious:

Foundations of Investigation
Legal Investigations

Criminal Investigations
Background Investigations

Fraud Investigations
investigationeducation.com

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

TAKE 40% OFF
A Software developed by 
a Private Investigator and 

Process Server
Many of the other software companies 
were built by programmers with no industry 
experience. Their programs are a one discipline 
design, meaning the functionalities are either 
targeted specifically for private investigation 
or process service. None of the programs 
combine both ends of the spectrum. Thus, 
customers are forced with subscribing to 
two separate software programs in order to 
effectuate their jobs as a private investigator 
and process server.

My Private Eye® has recognized the dual role in 
the industry and provides a software program 
encompassing all of the functionalities 
necessary for the person who wears ‘both hats’ 
that of a private investigator and a process 
server.

https://mypi.us/

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

TAKE 25% OFF
Statement Analysis On-Demand Training 
Course.
The Statement Analysis® On-Demand Training 
will show you what to look for in a verbal and 
written statement in order to detect deception. 
The training is designed as a self-guided course 
so you can proceed at your own pace. After 
completing the training, you will be able to 
print a Certificate of Completion.

https://www.statementanalysis.com/

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

https://investigationeducation.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
https://mypi.us
https://mypi.us
mailto:secretary@piai.us
http://https://www.whatsthatcharge.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
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TAKE 15% OFF
Extensive Skip Tracing 
education for anyone 

needing to track down 
people that have gone 

off the radar.
This is a unique look at how to locate them 
using modern tools, effective communication 
skills, and the methodologies of breaking down 
the types of skips into categories. The course 
includes: 

• �Understanding All Skip-Tracing 
Methodologies

• �Fundemenbtals of Skip-Tracing Tactics

• �How to Communicate Properly

• �What is Essential Information 
and Where to Find it

• �Compiled vs. Real Time Data

• �Social Networking Techniques

• �Understanding the Law and Regulations

https://riscus.com/

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

ABSOLUTE 
LOWEST 

DISCOUNTED 
RATES FOR 

PIAI MEMBERS 
Criminal Defense 

Investigation Training 
Council

Get the training you need on your time and 
your schedule.

• �CDI 101 DL 
Component Method of Criminal Defense 
Investigation and Case Management

• �CDI 202 DL 
Forensic Interviewing - FTER Method

http://www.cditctraining.com/
distancelearning.html

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

https://www.riscus.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
http://www.cditctraining.com/distancelearning.html
http://www.cditctraining.com/distancelearning.html
mailto:secretary@piai.us
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TAKE 20% OFF
Bird Dog Investigator is 
a case logging app that 

generates your PDF field 
report on your phone.

It's a great tool for field investigators.

It's available now to download in the Apple 
app store, and comes with a 1 week free trial: 
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/%20bird-dog-
investigator/id1467299239

Once you try Bird Dog Investigator case 
logging for our 1 week free trial you will want 
to take advantage of the PIAI member only 
discount

https://app.birddoginvestigator.com

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

TAKE 25% OFF
Investigative Courses 

Continuing Education Resources for 
Investigators

• Death Investigations
• Practical Methods for Legal Investigations
• Scene Investigations
• Motor Vehicle Investigations
• Basic Forensic Scene Photography
• And more….

https://www.investigativecourses.com/collec-
tions?ref=630de7

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

$20.00 OFF
Social Media Liability Training 
How To Eliminate Social Media Mistakes That 
Destroy Your Investigator Business

Developed By Nationally Recognized 
Social Media Attorney Mark Fiedelholtz

Course Flyer Link
www.legallysafesocialmedia.com

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/%20bird-dog-investigator/id1467299239
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/%20bird-dog-investigator/id1467299239
https://app.birddoginvestigator.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
https://www.investigativecourses.com/collections?ref=630de7
mailto:secretary@piai.us
https://www.legallysafesocialmedia.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
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JOIN THE PIAI TODAY
PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS ASSOCIATION OF IDAHO – PIAI

P.O. BOX 4032, BOISE, IDAHO 83711
Website: https://www.piai.us/ 

Membership inquires contact: membership@piai.us

https://www.linkedin.com/company/piai-us 	 @thepiassociationinidaho

JOKES | JOKES | JOKES

https://www.piai.us/
mailto:membership@piai.us
https://www.linkedin.com/company/piai-us/http://

