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In our autumn edition, the 
AT THE PODIUM column 
features part two of our 
two part interview with 
Joe Koenig. Joe’s second 
book, Getting the Truth. I 
am DB Cooper details the 
compilation of Joe’s research 
and his Forensic analysis to 
identify the infamous hijacker, 
DB Cooper. DB Cooper’s real 
identity has been a mystery 
since that fateful hijacking 
of Northwest flight #305 on 
November 24,1971. It will make 
you wonder! After that you 
can fly over to the IN FOCUS 
column and read all about 
PIAI member Lacey Skube 
and her company Ethos 
Intelligence. Ethos Intelligence 
is expanding its reach to 
include Digital Forensics, a 
valuable component to any 

Dear Members, Sponsors and Contributors,
investigator’s arsenal. The 
2024 PIAI Annual Meeting is 
November 8th at the Meridian 
City Hall. The invitation is 
included in this newsletter. If 
you are planning to attend, 
kindly rsvp. While it’s not 
required, it helps us to plan 
and make sure we have a 
swag bag and raffle tickets 
waiting for you ! An entire 
new list of books is ready for 
check out in the LIBRARY. 
Our most recent EDUCATION 
& TRAINING webinars can 
be found in this edition.…
Personal Injury Cases, Tips 
& Tricks on using OSINT and 
Documentation along with 
access to other PIAI webinars 
from 2024. All PIAI Webinars 
can be found on the PIAI 
Youtube channel as well. 
DID YOU KNOW gives you 

the lowdown on the upside 
of PIAI membership. And 
we’ve included a teaser in the 
JOKES section to keep your 
TV trivia brain in tune. Happy 
reading and enjoy the colors 
of autumn.
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THE PIAI IS GROWING!
Please extend a warm welcome to our two newest members 
of the PIAI, Sally Tierney, based in Alexandria Virginia and 
Taresa Nantt hails from Buhl, Idaho. Welcome to the PIAI 
Family.

A special shout out to PIAI board member, Chris Swan, 
owner of Resolve Investigations. Chris is chair of two very 
important PIAI committees. He chairs the Membership 
Committee and heads up the Social Media Committee. No 
doubt you have noticed the increase in visibility of member 
profiles across the PIAI social media platforms. And as if that 
weren’t enough, as Chair of the Membership Committee 
membership@piai.us, Chris also ensures that membership 
inquiries are addressed promptly and applicants are walked 
through the membership process with care, answering any 
questions along the way. As a member of the of the PIAI 
board of Directors. Chris provides solid leadership, 
valuable experience, a measured voice of reason…and 
an occasional good joke.  

To our valued members, thank you for placing your trust 
in the PIAI to provide you with leadership, education, 
resources and networking in the private investigation 
industry. To be a part of this Association and to have a 
hand in its growth is truly an honor. I sincerely encourage 
you to become involved. We need your volunteerism. Your 
involvement can make a difference, whether it’s serving 
on a PIAI committee, a one-time special project, or on 
the PIAI Board of Directors. Contact me and let’s find the 
perfect fit for you. 

On behalf of the PIAI board of directors, I invite you to 
the 2024 PIAI Annual meeting on Friday, November 8th at 
11:30 to 1:00 mst. The event will take place at the Meridian 
City Hall. A fabulous Keynote Speaker, plenty of swag and 
great raffle prizes await you. Kindly RSVP to secretary@ 
piai.us

Warm Regards, 

PAT BRUDER
president@piai.us

PRESIDENT’S 
POST

MAILTO:membership@piai.us
mailto:secretary@piai.us
mailto:secretary@piai.us
mailto:president@piai.us
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AT THE PODIUM
JOE KOENIG, CFE

PAT BRUDER: Anyone who 
has followed the DB Cooper 
high jacking knows there are a 
number of individuals who claim 
to know the real DB Cooper. 
In your book, GETTING THE 
TRUTH: I am D.B. Cooper, your 
research and forensic analysis 
make a compelling case that Walt 
Reca is the real DB Cooper. The 
friendship and communications 
between two men, Carl Laurin 
and Walt Reca, in combination 
with the FBI evidence contribute 
to your conclusion that Walt 
Reca is DB Cooper.

JOE KOENIG: I am convinced 
Walt Reca is DB Cooper. My case 
is the only evidence-based DB 
Cooper account. All the others 
are theory-based. Primarily, we 
have Walt’s confession to Carl 
Laurin. In the beginning of my 
investigation, I went to Carl 
Laurin’s home in Florida for 
several days to interview him and 
evaluate all the correspondence, 
recordings, and artifacts.

PB: In your first book, GETTING 
THE TRUTH: Discover the Real 
Message. Know Truth. Know 
Deception, you explain Forensic 
Linguistics and how to conduct 

interviews, so not to contaminate 
the interview process with leading 
and suggestive questions. Joe, 
what techniques did you employ 
to neutralize any contamination 
that Carl Laurin may have 
inadvertently introduced into his 
interviews with Walt Reca?

JK: Great question. Carl and Walt 
began talking about Walt being DB 
Cooper as early as 1998 and they 
did not stop communicating and 
collecting data until 2014, when 
Walt passed away. I evaluated 
and studied Carl’s conversation 
patterns as much as I studied 
Walt’s to precisely understand 
the patterns and interactions of 
both. I was convinced Walt was 
telling the truth despite Carl’s 
contamination. I had over three 
hours of tape recordings, over a 
hundred pages of transcripts. I 
had a lot of material to work with.

PB: How did you employ Forensic 
Linguistics to distinguish 
truthfulness from deception 
while you were interviewing Carl 
Laurin?

JK: I spent three days conducting 
forensic interviews with Carl and 
his wife Loretta to help determine 
their truthfulness, consistency 
and accuracy. Both not only 
believed Walt was DB Cooper, 
but they also demonstrated 
that in all their responses they 
were consistent in their physical 
and emotional reactions. Their 
behaviors were always consistent 
with truthfulness, showing no 
signs of deception.

Not only was I examining how 

PART TWO 
OF A TWO PART INTERVIEW WITH FORENSIC 

LINGUIST AND AUTHOR, JOE KOENIG

GETTING THE TRUTH 
“I am DB Cooper” 
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Carl responded, I also, without her 
knowledge, examined his wife’s 
reactions to Carl’s responses. In 
that way, I could get confirmation 
as to my conclusions about Carl 
being genuine and telling the 
truth, in part because of the 
reactions of his wife. Wives can 
give you away in a hurry.

PB: We are good at that. It goes 
both ways. 

JK: Additionally, I thoroughly 
researched the evidence 
provided by the FBI as well as 
Carl’s artifacts and data. Carl 
carefully preserved all the DB 
Cooper and Walt Reca artifacts 
and conversations. He had 
dedicated many years to his 
belief that his friend, Walter Reca 
was indeed DB Cooper.

In his collection of DB Cooper 
and Walt Reca artifacts, Carl 
had the long underwear Walt 
wore the night of the hijacking, 
consistent with the statements 
in the recordings between Walt 
and Carl, and transcribed word 
for word in my book. Carl had 
articles documenting the history 
of the case taped to the walls. 
He had all the notes, diaries, 
and miscellaneous items Walt 
had sent to him all of which lent 
credibility to Walt’s statements 
to Carl in those recordings.

Long Underwear worn 
by Walt Reca during high jacking

Further, Walt’s sister and her 
daughter, Lisa Story, revealed to 
me their conversations with Walt 
about him being DB Cooper. 
Lisa asked Walt why he did it 
and Walt replied, “I’d rather be 

dead than poor,” explaining his 
depression and wanting to leave 
something to his family. He was 
always a risk-taker and an expert 
paratrooper. One of the artifacts 
Carl and Lisa have included 
Walt’s’ identification pieces with 
a legitimate appearing KGB 
identification and passports, with 
Walt’s picture under different 
names. All of which supports 
the belief that Walt worked for 
some governmental intelligence, 
perhaps using him in spy-type 
work. Walt may have been a 
hitman as reflected in my book.

Walt Reca

In addition to contemporaneous 
admissions to Carl and Lisa Story 
(and Lisa’s mother, Walt’s sister), 
Lisa told me they talked Walt out 
of signing a Carl Laurin generated 
confession. Carl had put together 
a confession statement asking 
Walt to sign for future proof of 
Walt identity as DB Cooper. Lisa 
talked Walt out of signing that 
confession. Because Carl had 
written it based on his interviews 
with Walt, I never used that 
confession as part of my analysis. 
However, Walt agreed with its 
contents according to Lisa Story 
and did not sign it only because 
of Lisa’s wishes. 

We confirmed many of the 
details Walt revealed in Carl’s 
recordings (later transcribed 
for my analysis). Walt said he 

bought a home in Portland with 
the hijacking cash – and we 
confirmed that by contacting 
the former owner who described 
Walt and his wife, and confirmed 
Walt paid for the house in cash.

PB: What about the FBI evidence? 
Does it support or counter your 
conclusion that Walt Reca is DB 
Cooper?.

JK: In addition to the forensic 
analysis of the recordings, I 
evaluated all the FBI interviews 
with the crewmembers and 
interviews with all the individuals 
named by Walt Reca to verify the 
timeline and sequence of events. 
They align perfectly with Walt’s 
account of the high jacking, both 
before and after.

PB: Walt described in detail 
his interactions with the flight 
attendant during the hijacking. 
Would you share with our readers 
that exchange?

JK: In Walt Reca’s account 
he gave the flight attendant 
Florence Schaffner a note. It 
read, “Miss - I have a bomb here 
and I would like you to sit by me.” 
Schaffner described the note. 
She said the “Miss” was printed 
and the rest was written in legible 
handwriting. Walt practiced 
calligraphy and his writing was 
particularly good. We have 
handwritten letters sent to Lisa 
as evidence. Schaffner read the 
note twice and asked Cooper 
if he was kidding, to which he 
responded, “No, miss, this is for 
real.” Schaffner handed the note 
to the other flight attendant Tina 
Mucklow, who then called the 
cockpit. Cooper told Schaffner to 
write down his demands: “I want 
$200,000 by 5:00 PM in cash. 
Put it in a knapsack. I want two 
back parachutes and two front 
parachutes. When we land, I want 
a fuel truck ready to refuel. No 
funny stuff, or I will do the job.”
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PB: There are conflicting 
statements about DB Coopers 
eye color. Whether they were 
brown or blue. Can you provide 
clarification on that?

JK: Flight attendant Tina 
Mucklow, by far, spent the most 
time with Cooper. Mucklow said 
Cooper kept his sunglasses on 
the entire time, never taking 
them off. She never gave his eye 
color. The hijacker’s eye color was 
also described as blue in other 
witness statements. Cooper had 
ordered the lights in the plane off 
so if he did take his sunglasses 
off, eye color would have been 
difficult to discern.

PB: Let’s talk about after Walt 
jumped from the aircraft. He 
made his way to a cafe and 
called his friend for help. Take us 
through the events from the time 
he landed after parachuting from 
the aircraft..

JK: An incredible piece of 
evidence centers on the 
Teanaway Cafe. Walt described 
the Teanaway Cafe in his 
recordings as the cafe he walked 
to after the hijacking. It has long 
since been torn down - however, 
we confirmed its existence in the 
70’s, finding it was replaced by 
a new fire department building. 
We confirmed the setting as Walt 
described it in his statement.

Jeff “Cowboy” Osiadacz, a 
former police officer and well-
respected member of the Cle 
Elum community, gave us several 
interviews. Jeff stated he saw 
Walt walking on the road and later 
interacted with Walt inside the 
Teanaway Cafe. Jeff’s description 
of Walt, aka DB Cooper, coupled 
with the timing of the interaction 
not only matched Walt and 
Carl’s conversation recordings 
but also matched the time 
frame of the hijacking. I applied 
forensic linguistics to Jeff’s 

transcripts of his memories 
which exactly mirrored Walt’s 
earlier statements to Carl. I found 
his statements to be consistent 
and truthful. Jeff provided a 
hand-written statement as well. 
Jeff’s memories matched Carl’s 
recordings of Walt’s memories 
the night of the hijacking and his 
walk to the Teanaway Cafe (in Cle 
Elum) following his parachute 
landing.

Teanaway Café

We also confirmed that Walt 
called his friend Don Brennan 
from the Teanaway Cafe. Walt 
asked Jeff “Cowboy” Osiadacz, 
to tell Don Brennan how to get 
to the Teanaway Cafe to pick 
Walt up. Cowboy gave directions 
to the man on the phone. When 
Brennan picked up Walt, Walt 
gave Brennan “a few bundles of 
money” and stated, “Now, we’re 
in this together.”

After the sky jacking, Brennan 
was interviewed by the FBI 
as a possible suspect, so we 
know Brennan was paranoid. 
Also interesting, Don Brennan 
had moved to a trailer south of 
Tacoma. He was assigned work 
as far south as Portland, so he 
drove through the Tena Bar area 
where in 1980, $5800 of the 
highjacked money was found 
by a young boy. We believe 
Don tossed or hid the money in 
or near that location because it 
was evidence. Alternatively, Don 
may have dumped the money 
to obscure the actual drop zone 
of Cle Elum. It is important to 
note that the money was found 
wrapped in rubber bands, not 

bank tape. The money was in a 
condition which the FBI felt was 
not consistent with being there 
since 1971.

DB Cooper’s tie and tie clip 

$5800 recovered in 1980

PB: Regarding the tie and tie clip 
left behind on the highjacked 
plane by DB Cooper. Can you 
provide any details that link Walt 
to that tie and tie clip?

JK: Walter Reca stated he got 
that tie at a secondhand store 
just before the hijacking so DNA 
could be anybody’s. However, we 
need to keep in mind that the 
hijacking occurred long before 
DNA technology was available, 
so it is possible that the FBI did 
not store the cigarettes or the 
tie properly to preserve DNA 
evidence. Another important 
piece of the DB Cooper identity 
is that Walt Reca smoked 
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Parliament cigarettes which 
matched the cigarettes smoked 
by DB Cooper on the plane that 
the FBI seized as evidence and 
later lost (suspiciously). I can’t 
fathom how that could have 
occurred. DNA is a complex item 
of evidence, and in the Cooper 
case, they supposedly had some 
DNA, or they might’ve had some 
DNA on the tie.

PB: To this day there is a point 
of contention on the purported 
flight path of the highjacked 
Northwest flight #305. Can you 
offer more clarification?

JK: My investigation maintains 
that the actual flight path taken 
is Victor 2; the FBI said the flight 
path was Victor 23. I interviewed 
a pilot who flew the same type 
of aircraft out of the Sea-Tac 
International Airport, and he 
stated emphatically that given 
the requirements of a 10,000 foot 
altitude the preferred route was 
Victor 2 because of the mountain 
ranges in Victor 23 was too high 
(Mt. Baker and Mt. St. Helens). 
Remember the visibility on that 
night was not good. Victor 2 goes 
over some relative flatlands near 
Cle Elum. Also, it is important 
to note that commercial pilots 
would normally fly over the 
ocean if a bomb were onboard. 
Walt Reca said he wanted to go 
to Mexico - the pilot said they 
did not have the fuel and had to 
route toward Reno, NV.

Radar in 1971 was not what it is 
today. 

The copilot of the highjacked 
plane, Bill Rataczak, has given 
varied descriptions of the flight 
path over the years. Former FBI 
Agent Himmelsbach reported 
that Rataczak told him the flight 
was east of Ariel. Experienced 
pilot Ken Wierenga told us his 
greatest concern would be icing 
while flying at 10,000 feet and 
therefore would have avoided 
the mountains by flying east 
toward Yakima (directly over
Cle Elum). Rataczak reported 
he was concerned about icing. 
The personal notes of Northwest 
Orient employee George
Harrison, who took notes from the 
SeaTac tower that night, wrote 
that the flight path and the radar 
pings from that night confirmed 
the flight path in my book. The 
FBI later admitted they probably 
reached the wrong conclusion 
about the flight path and the 
drop zone could have been off 
by as much as 80°.

PB: The research, the evidence, 
and most importantly your
forensic analysis demonstrating 
truthfulness and no deception 
on the part of Walt Reca and 
Carl Laurin clearly differentiates 
Walter Reca from the others as 
being the real DB Cooper. The 
book is a must read. Joe, thank 
you for sharing this incredible 
journey with our readers.

JOE KOENIG
CFE and Forensic Linguist

 KMI Investigations, LLC

After 26 years of service, Joe 
retired as an Inspector from the 

 Michigan State Police. During his 
law enforcement career, he was 
lead investigator in the James Hoffa 
case, and conducted investigations 
of homicides, organized crime, 
financial crimes, computer fraud, 
and public corruption. Further, Joe 
is past president of the Michigan 
Chapter of the FBI National 
Academy Associates. He worked 
for several years in the private 
sector in insurance, banking, 
and forensic accounting. Joe is a 
Certified Fraud Examiner. Since 

 2005, he has owned and operated 
KMI Investigations, LLC. He holds 
a BS in Accounting from Wayne 
State University, and a master’s in 
public administration from Eastern 
Michigan University where he 
was a member of the Phi Kappa 
Phi Honor Society. He is a much 
sought-after speaker on his book, 
Getting the Truth.

Joe.Koenig@kmiinvestigations.com 
Facebook: Author Joe Koenig 
Twitter: @JoeKMI
Tag: #AuthorJoeKoenig
Web:kmiinvestigations.com

Getting the Truth 2014 & Getting 
The Truth I am DB Cooper 2018

2016 Montaigne Medal Finalist Award 

2016 Indie Non-Fiction Finalist Award
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internal forensic expert. 
All incredibly important to 
my evolution in becoming 
a private investigator and 
establishing my own firm, 
Ethos Intelligence. .

What challenges do you 
see facing the Private 
Investigation industry? 
I think staying abreast of the 
constant changes, updates, 
and evolution of all thing’s 
technology. 

What’s great about where 
you live? 
Everything! The people, the 
way of life, and the sense of 
community is all so incredible. 

What hobbies do you enjoy 
when you are not busy 
working? 
I enjoy gardening, golfing and 
most importantly, spending 
time with family.

How long have you been a 
member of PIAI?
Ethos Intelligence has been 
a member of the PIAI for 
almost 2 years. 

END

LACEY ANDERSON 
President

Ethos Intelligence

208.718.1588

Info@ethosintelligence.com

www.ethosintelligence.com

Privacy. Protection. 
Peace of Mind.

What business do you 
specialize in and in what 
regions? 
The regions Ethos Intelligence 
covers are the greater Boise 
area, including but not limited 
to Twin Falls, Idaho Falls and 
all of southern Idaho. Travel 
beyond these areas can 
always be arranged. We use 
the latest and most prominent 
forensic software available in 
the industry. 

We also conduct open-source 
investigations, social media/
internet monitoring, and 
internet privacy protection 
including people-search 
website data removal. We 
love working with other 
private investigators and love 
networking to learn more 
about their services in order 
to better serve the people of 
Idaho.

How did you get started in 
this business? 
My initial introduction into 
this field was through law 
enforcement. This included 
the investigation of high 
technology crimes and the 
identification, collection, and 
analysis of digital evidence. 
Eventually, I began teaching 
for the California DOJ and 
U.S. State Department, DSS, 
ATA Program. This provided 
a wide variety of experience 
and expertise. At the same 
time, I ran and operated two 
different forensic companies 
and worked for a fortune 
100 company (NFL) as their 

IN FOCUS
LACEY ANDERSON, 

PRESIDENT
ETHOS INTELLIGENCE

PIAI SPEED ROUND 
WITH 

LACEY ANDERSON
What’s something you could eat 
for a week straight?  
Steak 

Texting or talking? 
Talking 

Place you most want to travel?  
Egypt

Last Halloween costume?  
Nacho Libre

Cake or pie? 
Pie
Ask permission or beg 
forgiveness? 
Ask permission 

Climb a mountain or jump from a 
plane? 
Jump from a plane 
Who inspires you? 
My daughter
Surveillance or watching paint 
dry? 
Surveillance
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Join us for the PIAI 2024 Annual Meeting 
November 8, 2024 • 11:30 to 1:30 MST

Meridian City Hall
33 E. Broadway Avenue
Meridian, Idaho 83642

PIAI 2024 Annual Report • Keynote Speaker Jim Kerns
Swag • Raffle Prizes • and more!

MANAGING STRESS AND BURNOUT
Critical to your success as an investigator, Jim Kerns 

joins us live and in person sharing dynamics of stress management 
and emotional intelligence.

As Former Deputy Police Chief of the Boise Police Department, Jim oversaw all 
operations: Patrol, investigations, narcotics, gangs and community policing. 
Adjunct Professor in Criminal Justice at Boise State University, master’s 
degree in criminal justice and a graduate of the FBI National Academy.

TAG YOUR SWAG! RSVP to secretary@piai.us 

  — If you are unable to attend in person, please join us via Zoom — 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84548431782?pwd=E8kjRiG3T0LuJekXkdFz7WiugghaXL.1

www.piai.us

mailto:secretary@piai.us
https://piai.us
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DID YOU KNOW.......

The members of the Private Investigators Association of Idaho hail 
from all over the United States including Idaho, Wyoming, California, 
Washington, Utah, Oregon, Texas, Virginia and beyond! The PIAI member 
is a vetted professional proudly displaying the PIAI logo which is the 
seal of approval and professionalism in the state of Idaho. Critically 
important to the advancement of professional investigator standards 
in the state of Idaho is the support from our membership and from the 
public. There are four categories of PIAI membership, and the PIAI is 
happy to assist you in finding the right fit for you or your business. Please 
visit www.piai.us to download a membership application or contact us 
at membership@piai.us. 

ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP
is for those currently practicing in the investigative profession.

STUDENT MEMBERSHIP
is for those interested in entering the investigative profession.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
is for those working in the investigative, security or related 
fields.

AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP
is for suppliers, informants, or businesses in an allied field or 
support services. 

https://piai.us
mailto:membership@piai.us
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Private Investigators Association of Idaho
Training and Education Series presents:

TURNING RAW DATA INTO 
MEANINGFUL INSIGHTS

Please join us for this informative PIAI webinar
Wednesday October 2nd  @ 12:00 pm MST

Guest Presenter: Marcy Phelps, LPI, CFE
President, Marcy Phelps & Associates Inc.

Your Invitation

Please join us Wednesday, October 2nd at 12:00 noon, MST 
for the PIAI Education & Training Series Webinar:

CLICK HERE 
HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/86010719320?PWD=X1XCSC9KCQ9YRZIKBTXOWTYKIAC4WR.1#SUCCESS

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81918531429?pwd=UY0U19f0MMRoPNmsJpa9VxtKFPPwFO.1#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86010719320?pwd=x1xcSC9kCq9YRZIkBTXowTykiaC4wR.1#success
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NOTICE: This message, including attachments, and work product is the property of the Private Investigators 
Association of Idaho (PIAI). Any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents are prohibited 
without expressed written consent of the Private Investigators Association of Idaho.

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

EDUCATION & TRAINING

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

Tips & Tricks to Open 
Source Intelligence for 
Employment Locates

Personal Injury Cases 
and the Private 

Investigator

Why We Document 
& How

Visit the PIAI 
YouTube channel 
for more Education and 
Training webinars.

https://www.youtube.com/@piai114
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IWsNXhois-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0VRl1212D0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H84pnHiqYk4
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NOTICE: This message, including attachments, and work product is the property of the Private Investigators 
Association of Idaho (PIAI). Any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents are prohibited 
without expressed written consent of the Private Investigators Association of Idaho.

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

EDUCATION & TRAINING

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

CLICK HERE 
to watch on

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vxhn0VmIh6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzI3_lysq08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VR-5sXeGkHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JC5F_TOavDw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gP2WWj3rH4
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The Certified Private Investigator Exam is more comprehensive than ever and is now 
available ONLINE! Approved applicants may take the CPI exam online via the PIAI website. 
To qualify, complete the CPI application process. Upon approval you will be assigned an 
exam code which enables you to take the CPI exam online.

The Certified Private Investigator program is a nationwide certification that provides 
objective proof and verification of outstanding knowledge, experience and proficiency in 
the private investigation field. Administered by the PIAI, the CPI certification grants the 
use of the professional designation Certified Private Investigator, it’s post nominals CPI 
(i.e. John Davis CPI), and the CPI logo. 

Certified Private Investigator Application Requirements:

• �EXPERIENCE. Applicants must have a minimum of 500 verifiable investigative 
hours. Military & law enforcement: 50% reduction to 250 hours verifiable hours 
of professional work experience. Private Investigation Education: 25% reduction 
to 375 verifiable hours of professional work experience..

• �INSURANCE. Applicants must provide proof of and maintain general liability 
insurance including errors & omissions with a minimum $500,000 coverage.

• �LICENSING. Applicants must possess and maintain a private investigator 
license issued by their city and/or state of practice where licensing is required. 
CPI certification does not substitute license requirements by local authorities.

• AGE. Applicants must be at least 21 years old.

Application: Submit a completed application with any applicable background check fees 
and accompanied by three professional, industry-related references who have known the 
applicant for at least three years.

Interview: Upon application approval and successful background check, applicant must 
complete an oral interview by the certification board. 

Exam: Applicant must pass a certification exam comprised of approximately 175 questions 
with at least an 80% score. The timed exam must be completed within 6 hours.

DEMONSTRATE YOUR CPI CREDENTIALS 
& PROUDLY DISPLAY THE CPI LOGO

CONTACT MEMBERSHIP@PIAI.US FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ON BECOMING A CERTIFIED PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR

mailto:membership@piai.us


PAGE 14	 PIAI.US	 Vol. XVI | Number 4 | FALL 2024

RACHELE’ DAVIS
CPI, President, New Hope Investigations
If you think your distant cousin matches can’t help you identity your 
birth parents, they actually can!

LINK: https://newhopeinvestigations.com/blog/uncovering-birth-
parent-identities-through-distant-cousin-dna-matches/2024/7/2

BRIAN WILLINGHAM
CFE, President – Diligentia Group
As the saying goes, one lie is enough to question all truths.

LINK: https://diligentiagroup.com/due-diligence/due-diligence-lying-
omitting-background-investigation-questionnaire/

THOMAS H. HUMPHREYS
CFE, Director – PI Education
14 Client types and how to handle them.

LINK: https://pursuitmag.com/14-client-types-private-investigators-
encounter-and-how-to-handle-them/

MARCY PHELPS
CFE, President Marcy Phelps & Assoc
Top myths about due diligence background investigations.

LINK: https://marcyphelps.com/top-myths-about-due-diligence-
background-investigations/

LINK AND LEARN
Please extend a warm WELCOME to these Private Investigators / Skip Trace – Assets / Specialists 
for contributing their publications and articles to our PIAI Quarterly Newsletter. Please feel free to 
read their content and network with these outstanding professionals in their chosen profession.

https://newhopeinvestigations.com/blog/uncovering-birth-parent-identities-through-distant-cousin-dna-matches/2024/7/2
https://newhopeinvestigations.com/blog/uncovering-birth-parent-identities-through-distant-cousin-dna-matches/2024/7/2
https://diligentiagroup.com/due-diligence/due-diligence-lying-omitting-background-investigation-questionnaire/
https://diligentiagroup.com/due-diligence/due-diligence-lying-omitting-background-investigation-questionnaire/
https://pursuitmag.com/14-client-types-private-investigators-encounter-and-how-to-handle-them/
https://pursuitmag.com/14-client-types-private-investigators-encounter-and-how-to-handle-them/
https://marcyphelps.com/top-myths-about-due-diligence-background-investigations/
https://marcyphelps.com/top-myths-about-due-diligence-background-investigations/
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LIBRARY
Publications, authors, and books that you may find helpful in investigative methodologies, skill 
sets, and case profile / information reconnaissance. If you have any books or publications you 
would like to share please let us know.

The OSINT Handbook: A practical guide to gathering and analyzing 
online information  
Dale Meredith
The OSINT Handbook offers practical guidance and insights to enhance 
your OSINT capabilities and counter the surge in online threats that this 
powerful toolset was built to tackle.

ORDER ON AMAZON: CLICK HERE

The Investigator’s Little Black Book 3 
Robert Scott P.I.
This is the best-selling reference book used daily by thousands of real-
life private investigators. Contains thousands of sources of information 
including resources for criminal records, financial information. finding 
people and finding assets. Written by well known and respected Los 
Angeles private investigator Robert Scott. 

ORDER ON AMAZON: CLICK HERE

Principles of Investigative Documentation: Creating a Uniform Style 
for Generating Reports and Packaging Information
Philip A. Becnel IV &, Scott J. Krischke
Principles of Investigative Documentation discusses the process of 
documenting an investigation from start to finish. The first chapter 
discusses the five primary principles of investigative documentation: taking 
comprehensive notes; documenting every effort to contact witnesses 
and all surveillance; preparing reports whenever there is any possibility of 
needing to testify; taking verbatim statements from hostile witnesses and 
declarations from friendly witnesses; and providing all case documents to 
the client or maintaining a document retention plan.

ORDER ON AMAZON: CLICK HERE

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1837638276?ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_MVK6GSH3V23DPCBA82CH&ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_MVK6GSH3V23DPCBA82CH&social_share=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_MVK6GSH3V23DPCBA82CH&skipTwisterOG=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B004F9P9YY?ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_YD8M7ZTKJJK32P4C49QW&ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_YD8M7ZTKJJK32P4C49QW&social_share=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_YD8M7ZTKJJK32P4C49QW&skipTwisterOG=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0398086974?ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_F20ETBZFCZ7PCD2D55DG&ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_F20ETBZFCZ7PCD2D55DG&social_share=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_F20ETBZFCZ7PCD2D55DG&skipTwisterOG=1
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Research on Main Street: Using the Web to Find Local Business and 
Market Information
Marcy Phelps 
In today’s global economy, businesses need targeted, localized information 
about customers, companies, and industries, but adding the element of 
geography to any search topic—especially for counties, cities, census 
blocks, or any other substate areas—makes any project more challenging. 
Aimed at tackling these issues head-on, this guide offers free and low-cost 
options for using the web to find business and market information about 
various places, usually on the substate geographic level. 

ORDER ON AMAZON: CLICK HERE

The Search for DB Cooper: How We Cracked the Case and Why Some 
People Don’t Want it Solved
Vern Jones
It is a rare occasion when all the puzzle pieces of a criminal investigation 
fit so cleanly and a decades-old cold case gets solved. In this instance, it 
just happens to be one of the most notorious criminal cases in commercial 
aviation history. I was fortunate to have met many of the credible witnesses 
in this case, I saw a wide range of the physical evidence, and I have had 
extensive unvarnished conversations with the author and primary key 
investigators Joe Koenig.

ORDER HERE: CLICK HERE

Getting the Truth
Joe Koenig 
This is an award-winning book on Forensic Linguistics. It’s about reading 
between the lines, distinguishing truth from deception, and learning 
to sculpt your questions to get the truth. It is full of analysis of written 
statements from public and private figures to help drive home the book’s 
principles, including General Petraeus’ resignation letter, the ransom 
note from the Jon Benet Ramsay case, OJ Simpson’s statement to LAPD 
Detectives Lange and Vannatter the day after the murder of Nicole 
Simpson and Ronald Goldman, Woody Allen’s response to Dylan Farrow’s 
sexual assault allegation, as well as many others.

ORDER ON AMAZON: CLICK HERE

Getting The Truth: I Am D.B. Cooper
Joe Koenig
On the night of November 24, 1971 a man named D.B. Cooper hijacked NWA 
305, bound for Seattle from Portland. In exchange for the 36 passengers, 
he received $200,000 in used $20 bills and 4 parachutes. He ordered the 
plane to take off from Sea-Tac airport, strapped the $200,000 to his body 
and parachuted out the rear of that plane into the dark, cold Washington 
State sky, never to be seen or heard from - until now.

ORDER ON AMAZON: CLICK HERE

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0910965889?ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_TSNB8HYYHKS3KACM99AH&ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_TSNB8HYYHKS3KACM99AH&social_share=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_TSNB8HYYHKS3KACM99AH&skipTwisterOG=1
https://principiamedia.com/product/the-search-for-db-cooper/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1614853207?ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_EQBZV1V6Q28NQ1XC37N7&ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_EQBZV1V6Q28NQ1XC37N7&social_share=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_EQBZV1V6Q28NQ1XC37N7
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1614853266?ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_6R8JENSS3WQ5RF9Z9AE8&ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_6R8JENSS3WQ5RF9Z9AE8&social_share=cm_sw_r_cp_ud_dp_6R8JENSS3WQ5RF9Z9AE8
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The PIAI wishes to recognize these dedicated PIAI 
members for their participation and contribution to 
the PIAI strategic planning initiative. You are critically 
important in building a strong PIAI. Thank you for 
volunteering to be part of this special PIAI initiative.

Travis Peterson, Peterson & Peterson Investigations
Niles Gooding, Varda Investigations

Pete Stankovich, i5 Services
R. Jeremy Barnes, Mission Investigations Group

Randy Kirby, RK Investigations
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NCISS LEGISLATIVE 
PRIORITIES

OPEN GOVERNMENT
NCISS advocates for a strong Freedom of Information Act, individual State Public 
Meetings and Information laws.  NCISS supports the passage of legislation which 
provides for the access and modernization of open government records. 

DATA PRIVACY
NCISS supports legislation that provides for reasonable access to public and non-
public data to investigate, establish, exercise, prepare or defend legal claims or 
defenses.

FAIR LABOR PRACTICES
NCISS believes in fair labor regulations which allow for both larger companies and 
sole proprietors to work together. NCISS supports common sense approaches to 
providing reasonable and fair labor regulations for a diverse profession and the 
economy. 

LEGISLATION INFLUENCE
NCISS provides timely updates on legislation affecting our industry, giving you the 
opportunity to influence policy changes.
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PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS 
ASSOCIATION OF IDAHO

2024 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
• Increase membership.

• Broaden member benefits.
• Secure and Education and Training Chairman.

• Research and Develop Grants for PIAI programs.
• Establish relationships with neighboring industry Associations.

• Identify Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats

YOU CAN HELP THE PIAI NOW!
VOLUNTEER FOR A PIAI COMMITTEE

Education, Training, Marketing, Advertising, Strategic Planning, Member Benefits & Services

THANK YOU!
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SHOP PIAI 
MERCHANDISE!

PODCASTS

The Privacy, Security, & OSINT Show! (Michael Bazzell). Your weekly dose of privacy, digital se-
curity, and open source intelligence (OSINT) news and opinion. Click the link below to listen to 
the latest weekly podcast:
Complete Podcast Listings (4 Years) LINK: https://inteltechniques.com/podcast.html

STICKER $1.50  |  NAVY BASEBALL CAP $20  |  NAVY STRETCH BEANIE $20
BLACK DUFFLE BAG $50  |  MUG $10  |  WHITE T-SHIRT $20 (M, L, XL, XXL)

contact@piai.us

https://inteltechniques.com/podcast.html
mailto:contact@piai.us
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RESOURCES
Website development for Private Investigators. PIAI Member Discount:

LINK: https://www.mayhembegins.com

Insurance Discount for Professional Private Investigators.
LINK: https://thecampbellgrp.com/

Private Investigator Case Management Software. PIAI Member Discount:
LINK: https://mypi.us/

Learn and discuss privacy, skip tracing, OSINT, asset searches, and all related 
investigative things. Medium Platform: Valerie McGilvrey, Skip Tracer, Author.

LINK: https://medium.com/skipvue

President: Pat Bruder, PI 
Vice President: Matthew Schultz, CPI
Treasurer: Carolyn Ward, CPI
Secretary: Pat Bruder, PI 
Sergeant at Arms: Matthew Schultz, CPI
Membership Chair: Chris Swan, PI
Training & Education Chair: Claire Roise, PI
Social Media Committee Chair: Chris Swan

PIAI Member Email Directory
Member to Member Email: Listserv@piai.us

President@piai.us
Secretary@piai.us

Membership@piai.us
Contact@piai.us

PIAI - Private Investigators Association of Idaho
 P.O. BOX 4032, BOISE, IDAHO 83711
P.I.A.I. Website: https://www.piai.us

https://www.mayhembegins.com
https://thecampbellgrp.com
https://mypi.us
https://medium.com/skipvue
mailto:Listserv@piai.us
mailto:President@piai.us
mailto:Secretary@piai.us
mailto:Membership@piai.us
Mailto:Contact@piai.us
https://www.piai.us
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TAKE 15% OFF 
including our bundles. 

Ethics, Death Investigations, Effective 
Communications, Identity Theft, Insurance 

Investigations, Nursing Home Abuse, 
Deception Detection, Criminal Defense, Open 
Source Intelligence, Surveillance Strategies, 

and many more….
https://pieducation.com

Contact: secretary@piai.us 

for your member only PIAI discount code

TAKE 20% OFF 
ALL COURSES 

Special Marketing, Making your Vehicle 
Covert, Differences in Databases, 

Ethics & the PI, Criminal & Civil Laws 
for PIs, TSCM Bugsweeps, 18 Wheeler 
Investigations, Surveillance Mistakes, 
Interview Techniques, Transitioning 

from Cop to PI
https://piinstitute.com

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only 

PIAI discount code

https://pieducation.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
https://piinstitute.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
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TAKE 15% OFF 
Courses for the investigative 

professional and the 
investigative curious:

Foundations of Investigation
Legal Investigations

Criminal Investigations
Background Investigations

Fraud Investigations
investigationeducation.com

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

TAKE 40% OFF
A Software developed by 
a Private Investigator and 

Process Server
Many of the other software companies 
were built by programmers with no industry 
experience. Their programs are a one discipline 
design, meaning the functionalities are either 
targeted specifically for private investigation 
or process service. None of the programs 
combine both ends of the spectrum. Thus, 
customers are forced with subscribing to 
two separate software programs in order to 
effectuate their jobs as a private investigator 
and process server.

My Private Eye® has recognized the dual role in 
the industry and provides a software program 
encompassing all of the functionalities 
necessary for the person who wears ‘both hats’ 
that of a private investigator and a process 
server.

https://mypi.us/

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

TAKE 25% OFF
Statement Analysis On-Demand Training 
Course.
The Statement Analysis® On-Demand Training 
will show you what to look for in a verbal and 
written statement in order to detect deception. 
The training is designed as a self-guided course 
so you can proceed at your own pace. After 
completing the training, you will be able to 
print a Certificate of Completion.

https://www.statementanalysis.com/

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

https://investigationeducation.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
https://mypi.us
https://mypi.us
mailto:secretary@piai.us
http://https://www.whatsthatcharge.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
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TAKE 15% OFF
Extensive Skip Tracing 
education for anyone 

needing to track down 
people that have gone 

off the radar.
This is a unique look at how to locate them 
using modern tools, effective communication 
skills, and the methodologies of breaking down 
the types of skips into categories. The course 
includes: 

• �Understanding All Skip-Tracing
Methodologies

• �Fundemenbtals of Skip-Tracing Tactics

• �How to Communicate Properly

• �What is Essential Information
and Where to Find it

• �Compiled vs. Real Time Data

• �Social Networking Techniques

• �Understanding the Law and Regulations

https://riscus.com/

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

ABSOLUTE 
LOWEST 

DISCOUNTED 
RATES FOR 

PIAI MEMBERS 
Criminal Defense 

Investigation Training 
Council

Get the training you need on your time and 
your schedule.

• �CDI 101 DL
Component Method of Criminal Defense
Investigation and Case Management

• �CDI 202 DL
Forensic Interviewing - FTER Method

http://www.cditctraining.com/
distancelearning.html

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

https://www.riscus.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
http://www.cditctraining.com/distancelearning.html
http://www.cditctraining.com/distancelearning.html
mailto:secretary@piai.us
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TAKE 20% OFF
Bird Dog Investigator is 
a case logging app that 

generates your PDF field 
report on your phone.

It's a great tool for field investigators.

It's available now to download in the Apple 
app store, and comes with a 1 week free trial: 
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/%20bird-dog-
investigator/id1467299239

Once you try Bird Dog Investigator case 
logging for our 1 week free trial you will want 
to take advantage of the PIAI member only 
discount

https://app.birddoginvestigator.com

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

TAKE 25% OFF
Investigative Courses 

Continuing Education Resources for 
Investigators

• Death Investigations
• Practical Methods for Legal Investigations
• Scene Investigations
• Motor Vehicle Investigations
• Basic Forensic Scene Photography
• And more….
https://www.investigativecourses.com/

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

$20.00 OFF
Social Media Liability Training 
How To Eliminate Social Media Mistakes That 
Destroy Your Investigator Business

Developed By Nationally Recognized 
Social Media Attorney Mark Fiedelholtz

Course Flyer Link
www.legallysafesocialmedia.com

Contact: secretary@piai.us 
for your member only PIAI discount code

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/%20bird-dog-investigator/id1467299239
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/%20bird-dog-investigator/id1467299239
https://app.birddoginvestigator.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
https://www.investigativecourses.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
https://www.legallysafesocialmedia.com
mailto:secretary@piai.us
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Can you name these 
TV Private Eyes?

1

4

7

2

5

8

3

6

9
Answers on page 28
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JOIN THE PIAI TODAY
PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS ASSOCIATION OF IDAHO – PIAI

P.O. BOX 4032, BOISE, IDAHO 83711
Website: https://www.piai.us/ 

Membership inquires contact: membership@piai.us

https://www.linkedin.com/company/piai-us @thepiassociationinidaho

ANSWERS: (NO PEAKING...)
1. �SIMON AND SIMON

Gerald McRaney and Jameson Parker as private investigators Rick & A.J. Simon.

2. �MOONLIGHTING
Cybill Shepherd and Bruce Willis as private investigators Maddie Hayes
& David Addison.

3. �MANNIX
Mike Connors as private investigator Joe Mannix.

4. �HART TO HART
Robert Wagner & Stefanie Powers as husband and wife amateur sleuths
Jonathan & Jennifer Hart.

5. �REMINGTON STEELE
Pierce Brosnan & Stephanie Zimbalist as private investigators
Remington Steele & Laura Holt.

6. �ROCKFORD FILES
James Garner as private investigator Jim Rockford.

7. �MAGNUM, PI
Tom Selleck as private investigator Thomas Magnum.

8. �CHARLIE’S ANGELS
Kate Jackson, Farrah Fawcett &Jaclyn Smith as private investigators Sabrina Duncan, Jill
Munroe & Kelly Garrett.

9. �MURDER, SHE WROTE
Angela Lansbury as mystery writer and amateur sleuth Jessica Fletcher.

https://www.piai.us/
mailto:membership@piai.us
https://www.linkedin.com/company/piai-us/http://



